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. Jurisdictional Report: Thailand

Since October 2017 there have been four major developments related to Thai legal
system and the Thai bar as follows:

1. The Chief Justice has imposed time standard on case adjudication at all
levels of Court of Justice

According to the 2017 Constitution, section 68 stipulates that “The State
must provide the efficient, fair and non-discriminating administration of justice in
all dimensions. And the people must be able to access the justice process in a
convenient and expeditious manner without having to pay unreasonably high
expenses.” The government did not tell the court what the proper time should be.
Instead, the Chief Justice took the initiative and informed the Prime Minister that
the adjudication of cases at the Supreme Court, Courts of Appeal and Courts of
First Instance would be finalized within 1 year, 6 months and 2 years respectively
from the time each court accepts the case. The government agreed with the
proposed timeline. As at 1 October 2017, the clearance rates of the highest court to
the trial court were at 56%, 88% and 85% respectively. The ages of pending cases
at the Supreme Court more than 1 year stood at 27%, at the Courts of Appeal more
than 6 month 1% and at the Courts of First Instance more than 2 years 1 %. The
Thailand Court of Justice is implementing this policy and expecting to meet this
threshold by September 2019. The main reason for this policy is to sustain and
increase public trust and confidence in the administration of justice in Thailand.

2. The expansion of an electronic filing system in commercial and consumer
cases

The electronic filing system allows parties to file pleadings and other legal
documents to the court and to other parties online including the communication
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among themselves. The first phase of the project was launched in 2016 with the
three major Civil courts in Bangkok with limited kinds of commercial cases. As at
31 October 2018, 18 courts located throughout the country provide this electronic
service in all kinds of commercial and consumer cases. More courts are expected
to open this service in the budgetary year 2019.

3. The usage of an electronic monitoring device in the criminal justice system

As of 1 March 2018, the Court of Justice has used Electronic Monitoring
(EM) devices to be attached to the ankles of the accused or the defendant released
temporarily from custody. The project would help ease congestion in prisons.
It also addresses social inequality issue. The pilot project covers 23 courts
nationwide with the initial distribution of 5,000 devices in the first year and
increase next year. The Court of Justice has established an Electronic Monitoring
Center (EMC) at Bangkok’s Criminal court. The Center operates around the clock.

It monitory suspects or the defendant wearing EM devices and limit their travel

range.
4. Addition of “English for Lawyers” subject for Bar studying

23-member board of Thai Bar voted on 19 October 2018 to add “English for
lawyers” course to the Thai Bar curriculum. The subject will replace “Legal
document preparation” course. The rationale is to incentivize Thai law students
and lawyers to improve their English proficiency. The decision was not unanimous
as some board members feared that this addition would put too much burden on the
Bar examinee especially those who live upcountry would be disadvantageous.
Also, it is generally known that English is not a subject that majority of Thai law
students are good at. Anyhow, the teaching of this new course will start in
November 2019 as part of subjects covered in the second semester of Bar
curriculum.

Prepared by the Thai Bar

Contact person: Kanok Jullamon
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