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Law is All Around: Getting Acquainted with the .
Pillars of Justice, the President of the Supreme

Court, and the Attorney General
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Late Majesty King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) had
the bureaucratic system reformed, which included
the abolition of the four traditional ministries that
had been in place since the Ayutthaya period.
This reform centralized the previously scattered
judiciary under the Ministry of Justice. Initially,
the Minister of Justice was in charge, with Prince
Svasti Sobhana serving as the first minister.
In terms of judicial administration, the King
established various courts across the kingdom
to adjudicate cases, with the "Supreme Court
Committee" reviewing appellate court judgments
and submitting the committee’s opinions for royal
consideration. Eventually, he elevated this body
to become the "Supreme Court,” which served as
the Court of Last Resort. During this period, he
also instituted the position of Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, with Prince Phichit Prichakorn

serving as the first Chief Justice.)
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Law for the Organization of the Court of Justice,
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responsible for ensuring the orderly conduct of
affairs in the Supreme Court. The President has
the authority to preside over cases and review
case files, as well as provide guidance to justices
in the Supreme Court. Additionally, as the head of
the judiciary, he or she is tasked with establishing
judicial administrative regulations to ensure
that the operations of the courts are conducted
smoothly and uniformly. The President also has the
authority to advise judges on correctly following
procedures set by law or other means.)
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in various positions have seriously violated
or failed to comply with ethical standards, the
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President will appoint a panel of justices to
hear the case. In cases where members of the
NACC are themselves accused, and if referred by
the President of the National Assembly to the
Supreme Court, the President of the Supreme
Court will appoint an independent inquiry panel
to proceed. Furthermore, in selecting candidates
for Constitutional Court Judges or other positions
in various independent organizations, this is often
done by a Selection Committee, typically chaired
by the President of the Supreme Court. He or she
also chairs Committee on Determination of the
Powers and Duties among Courts, among other
responsibilities.)
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the "Department of Public Prosecution” under the

(The late king graciously established

Ministry of Justice. Evidence from a letter by

Prince Svasti Sobhana states, "..the Department
of Public Prosecution serves as the state attorney,
which are serious offenses under royal criminal
law..and acts as a legal advisor to government
officials.." Furthermore, as explained by Prince
of Ratchaburi, "..the prosecutor represents the
state, humbling its status to act as a plaintiff like
any citizen... This means that the government
considers itself as an ordinary citizen for...courts
to adjudicate impartially.." Lord Krai Si (Pleng
Vebhaya), who was then titled Lord Rattanayapti,
was appointed as the department’s inaugural
Director-General.)
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ludvnans:nsavurialng©®
$AUYIADIWAVULEUSDULHVBADMFVIEIadY
dunuudemsgogadu laglousunortAUaVASY
doMs ns:nsovurIalnglUilduvovaiinoiudenis
goga®? chukuvuovRtUuRIRIWUINOIUSENS
AuUsvIvtlasuldu "sumsgoga” dotdudnsisms
duMs BU G UALWeVRLGED (During the reign of

duAS:NVCDUIATU:

King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), the Department of
Public Prosecution was transferred to the Ministry
of Interior. Later, the National Peacekeeping
Council ordered the establishment of the Office of
the Attorney General, transferring the powers and
duties from the Department of Public Prosecution
under the Ministry of Interior to this new office.
Consequently, the title of the head prosecutor
was changed to "Attorney General.”" The Attorney
Generalis the sole holder of Prosecutorial Service
Level 8)
ynRadudisuchukUvdgNIsgugaruloUu
Aou1elwsy wsauysadAs (The incumbent
Attorney General is Mr. Phairach Pornsomboonsiri.)
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divus:zlnAa H3auoAdWEIgLKRADYINCIVUSLNA
tJudiu (In addition to being the head of all
prosecutors, administrative officials, staff, and
employees in the Office of the Attorney General,
he or she also serves as the legal representative of
the Office. The office has the authority to handle
civil, criminal, administrative, and arbitration cases
on behalf of government agencies, provides legal
advice, and review contracts for these agencies.
The Attorney General is empowered to conduct
cases in all courts. Additionally, he or she has
responsibilities and powers under other laws,
such as adjudicating liability claims arising from
disputes over legal rights and duties between

government agencies. Alternatively, the office has
the authority to mediate or settle such disputes.
Furthermore, the Attorney General acts as a central
coordinator with the authority to facilitate
international legal assistance or request assistance
from foreign countries.)
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