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The Thai Bar Attends the 39th LAWASIA Conference

in Seoul, Republic of Korea

On 14-16 September 2026, Mrs Santanee Ditsayabut, a Board Member of
The Thai Bar, and Dr Kanok Jullamon, a Member of the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee of
The Thai Bar, represented The Thai Bar at the 39th Annual Conference of the Law
Association for Asia and the Pacific (LAWASIA) — the 39th LAWASIA Conference 2026 — held
in Seoul, Republic of Korea, under the theme "Global New Order — Challenges and
Perspectives," marking the 60th anniversary of LAWASIA.

The conference served as a forum for lawyers, judges, academics, and
representatives of legal professional bodies from across the Asia-Pacific region to exchange
knowledge, experience, and legal perspectives, focusing on the changing global order and
contemporary legal challenges, while strengthening cooperation among the region's legal
professional organisations.

The opening ceremony was addressed by President Lee Jae-myung of the
Republic of Korea, Chief Justice Jo Hee-de, and Constitutional Court President Kim Sang-
hwan, with a keynote address delivered by Mr Ban Ki-moon, former Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

On this occasion, Mrs Santanee Ditsayabut attended the LAWASIA Annual
Council Meeting as The Thai Bar's representative and delivered a statement on behalf of
The Thai Bar. Dr Kanok Jullamon spoke in the "Constitutional and Rule of Law" session,
presenting on "Rule of Law Under Pressure: How the Thai Judiciary Applies the Bangalore
and Beijing Principles." His presentation examined how the Court of Justice of Thailand
addresses pressures from rising caseloads, rights protection, and misinformation, applying
both the Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct and LAWASIA's own Beijing Statement of
Principles of the Independence of the Judiciary as its framework.

This participation marked a valuable opportunity to strengthen The Thai Bar's
role and cooperation within the international legal profession, and to exchange legal

knowledge and experience with legal organisations and practitioners across the Asia-Pacific

region and beyond. The knowledge and insights gained on the various issues discussed will
be presented to The Thai Bar's Board, for consideration of whether the curriculum should

e revised, and to support the planning of future special training programs.
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