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Bridging the Inequality Gap and Nurturing Quality of Democracy
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Regarding the connection between
inequality and quality of democracy on
an international level, inequality is considered
part of the United Nations urgent agenda, and
reducing inequality has become part of its
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
In Thailand, the elimination of disparities and
the generation of equality and fairness in society
are important issues, as reflected in Section
257 and 258 of the Constitution (B.E.2560
(2017)). Likewise, the fourth strategy of the
20-Year National Strategy indicates that social
inequality is an important problem that needs
to be addressed.
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With respect to the problem of economic
inequality, this is an important issue that must
be resolved. Since Thailand has a capitalist, or
free market, economy, the private sector is
an important mechanism for production and
economic growth. As the economy continues
to grow further, the problem of economic
inequality also becomes increasingly
intensified, and in particular the gap between
high and low income citizens.
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According to the Credit Suisse Global
Wealth Report 2018, Thailand was one of the
countries with the highest economic inequality
in the world, with only 1 per cent of Thai
nationals owning 66.9 per cent of the assets
of the entire nation. The wealth of the richest
10 per cent of the Thai population comprised
85.7 per cent of the country’s total assets.
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Regarding social problems and inequality,
these are critical issues, as appears from Section
257 of the Thai Constitution (B.E. 2560 (2017)),
pursuant to which national reform must be
carried out to achieve the following objective,
among others:

(2)

comparable opportunities to eliminate disparity”.

“society is peaceful, fair and provides

The preceding statement reflects the
significance of the state in ensuring equality
among diverse groups of people irrespective
of their ethnic background, religion and gender,
and respecting human dignity, especially
among those who are disadvantaged, disabled
or with a different sexual orientation. The
government must focus on promoting
equality without discrimination on any grounds
in order to bring about equal opportunities
that every citizen deserves.

Tudauvesnguurefiuaaumaeuaitu
Adudnuszidudrdgiidasld Funisudly
\asandeauiantu ngranedelddnduilade

o Inefuiymanundendd boow, WAL https:/thestandard.co/global-wealth-report-2018/ (hiaiile

TUN @ 5UINAN b&ob)

oc | Poudinunagam



ddiuszruiosfiaufiin udtheaumiousn
nuanguunedaduganaifiaadulaiidusssy
Tudenu suliunaduilosnainniseennguung
MaiThussu msdedulingrunenlaitiuszansam
windlaas vietgminisliussuvuiidaudo
lunszurunisasinguanetaeiuauns Ml
Lﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘g%’]ﬁz&m%a’mﬂizm%mzﬁ%’mﬂ’)’]&lL‘Viga&lg’l
WNUITYNYUBLIGUIN

As for the role of law and inequality, this
is yet another pressing issue that requires
a solution. In modern society, the law plays
a significant role in controlling people’s behavior
and requires compliance. However, the law
can produce inequality which causes injustice
in society through unfair legislation or a lack
of efficiency in enforcement. The fact that
people have a limited role in participating in
the legislative process also exacerbates the
problem of inequality, leading to greater
disparity among the people.
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Ultimately, even though inequality triggers
problems in many ways, reducing inequality
requires a balanced and proportionate
approach for everyone in the society to have
an opportunity to move forward together,
in order to realise stable and sustainable
development. Curtailing inequality does not
simply mean that everyone has to be equal
but should instead be achieved by narrowing
the gap of differences so that the country can
fulfil its development goal with quality and
sustainability.
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